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Welcome!
From the Senior Minister

I fondly remember the Grimm Fairy Tale about the Cobbler and Elves. The short story, as I remember it, was 
about a poor cobbler who was about to go out of business. He worked hard, never cheated his customers, 
made a good product, but for some reason, his business was going under. 

The cobbler had run out of money and only had enough materials to make one final pair of shoes. So, the 
cobbler laid out his materials and cut his pattern and left it overnight to finish his work in the morning; but 
when he came in to do his work, the shoes were already made. Additionally, they were flawless and some-
one came in, saw them, loved them and bought them. This gave the cobbler enough money to purchase 
material enough to make 2 pairs of shoes. 

As he had done before, he prepared everything and left it all out to finish in the morning, but the next 
morning, the shoes were made, they were fabulous, they fetched a good price, and he was able to prepare 
for more work.

This went on for a while. The cobbler would lay out materials in the evening, come in the next morning to 
work but the work was already done and done very well. 

The cobbler and his wife were discussing their lives one evening and marveled that someone was doing 
their work for them and had lifted them from poverty to wealth. They wanted to thank whoever it was, so they 
hid one night in the shop to see who it was that was making their shoes for them.

In two naked elves danced, happy and playful. With remarkable speed they made the shoes, laughing all 
the while, and when the work was done, they left. Mr. and Mrs. Cobbler were dumbfounded, but they 
immediately knew what they wanted to do for their benefactors. The poor souls had no clothes! They could 
certainly remedy that.

Mr. Cobbler made them shoes and Mrs. Cobbler made them each a suit of clothes, and they laid out their 
gifts for them on the table where the materials to make shoes were usually left. 

The elves returned, as they had for many consecutive nights, but this time instead of finding work to do, they 
found gifts for them. They howled with delight, got dressed, danced away and never came back.

The cobbler did his best, even when doing so didn’t seem to be rewarding.
The cobbler lived and worked honestly, even when life was difficult.
The cobbler appreciated the help that was getting him back on his feet.
The cobbler who had benefited from kindness wanted to show gratitude and appreciation.
The cobbler contributed to help others in need.

The moral of the story seems to be that we are blessed by doing our best, that gratitude brings more 
blessings, and that generosity can bring joy to giver and receiver alike.

Christmas is the holiday (Christian or commercial, depending on our personal experiences) where we are 
reminded to be our best, share our best, and to be grateful for the good that comes our way. 

Kind souls (the angels and elves of our lives) are always giving us a kind word, a warm smile, a hand up, a 
bit of encouragement, solidarity in the work for justice for all…and when we appreciate their gifts and pay 
the blessings forward by caring for others, we are participating in a divine economy where joyful giving and 
grateful receiving contribute to peace and healing in the world.

May Life bless you richly.
May Life, through you, bless others richly.
May we all be happy and well this Christmas, and throughout the year to come. 

Rev. Dr. Durrell Watkins
Senior Minister
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Thank You 2022 Christmas Angels

Host Angel 
Phil Cordell - In Honor of an amazing & outstanding Circle of Friends.

Archangels
Dick Schwarz & Tom Massey

Gary Lane

Mark Messinger & Scott Schwab - In Honor & In Memory of Family and Friends, Past and Present.

Mark Nogal - In Honor of all my friends and chosen family at Sunshine Cathedral.

Peter Cinelli, MD - In Memory of Michael LiPuma.

Phillip & Sara Burns - In Honor of the Sunshine Cathedral Music Ministry.

Richard Childs & Raul Diaz - In Memory of Tim Myers.

Angels
Gary Grieve & Patrick McGeachen - In Memory of Barbara Grieve.

Rev Kevin Tisdol & Michael Mitchell - In Memory of our parents and our sisters.

Lawrence Gammons - In Memory of Carl Jennings.

Stephen Lewis - In Memory of Walt Lawrence and Carl Jennings.

Cherubim
B. Anthony Sliwinski - In Memory of Sliwinski & Jenreski families.

Brad Sterl & Tedd Davis- In Memory of our angel mothers, Matilda & Liz.

Cathy Tullo  & Karen Dougherty - In Memory of Bill and Dorothy Dougherty and Frank Tullo.

Rev Dr Durrell Watkins & Rev Dr Robert Griffin - In Memory of Shawna Kennedy.
John Kent - In memory of my late husband Terrence Phillpott.

Michael Spatz - In Honor of Sunshine Cathedral congregation & ministries.

Ron Couture & Bob Easton

Steve McGehee
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Seraphim
Rev Dr Anne Atwell & Amy Walker - In Honor of our mothers.

Bob Woodman - In Memory of Stan Ainsworth.

David & Andi Ka'ton

Denise Warrick - In Memory of my parents, Lois & Bill Damm.

Deacon Ed Huckemyer - In Memory of Gladys "Ma" Ehrlich.

James Burke - In Honor of my husband Daniel.

Joe Osborne - In Honor of those who maintain their hope to achieve their goals.

Keith Muller & Stephen Plescia - In Honor of the courage of the people of Ukraine.

Marc Dickerman - In Memory of Leo Paralta.

Margie & Edie Baket - In Memory of our Angels.  We miss you.

Mario Rios & Carl Shearer - In Honor of Sunshine Cathedral the family we choose.

Mary Cimini - In Honor of Barbara Ramcharitar and Sara Burns.

Melody Fiore - In Honor of my church family.

Michael Moore - In Memory of Wayne Bennet & Naomie Ells.

Mike Manning & Andre Caetano - In Honor of Adelia Araujo Caetano.

Phil McChesney & Joel Scinto

Rick Brown - In Memory of Mom, Dad, Nan & Aunt Kate.

Rick Killoran - In Memory of my husband Dave Keller.

Robert DeCamillo - In Memory of my loving partner Ken Sasser of 49 years.



A New Thought Christmas
by Rev. David Alexander
     The Christmas Season is a magical and 

special time for millions of people world-wide. We 
each have our unique version of storied memories 
of lights, food, music, sacred ritual and festive 
gatherings of friends and family. All seemingly 
gathered around a central birth narrative. Yet, 
this narrative too has its versions and unique 
interpretations through time. 

     Not even the Gospel writers themselves 
all agree on the particulars of the story. Further, 
many of the narrative elements seem to be 
borrowed from other, more ancient stories and 
traditions. Through it all something still calls to us, 
something mysterious and mystical, something 
profound yet simple enough for a child to compre-
hend. It calls to us to overcome fears and doubts, 
to keep watch over our thoughts and follow the 
illumined star of our intuition to the manger of our 
heart. The season calls to us to awaken and give 
birth to a higher ideal of ourselves and of human-
ity. It calls us to remember the Light Within and 
to share it with our world.

From the Holy Qur’an
“The angels said, ‘O Mary, indeed God gives 

you good news of one whose name will be the 
Messiah Jesus, the son of Mary, held in honor 
in this world and in the Hereafter, and of those 
who are near to God. He will speak to the people 
in the cradle, and in old age, and he will be of 
the righteous…He will be a messenger to the 
Children of Israel (saying), ‘Indeed I have come 
to you with a sign from your Lord.  I make for you 
out of clay the likeness of a bird, then breathe 
into it, and it becomes a bird by the permission 
of God.  And I heal the blind and the leper, and I 
bring the dead to life by the permission of God.  
And I inform you of what you eat and what you 
store in your houses.  Surely, there is a sign for 
you in that, if you are believers…Indeed, God is 
my Lord and your Lord, so worship God.  This is 
the straight path.’”

Christmas Eve
A Glorious Holiday

Service of Gathering

Welcome                            Rev Dr Durrell Watkins

Introit                                                          Ave Maria
By Franz Shubert

Performed By Gabe Salazar

Christ Candle Lighting
7pm - Jade Fernandez & Valeska Sequeira Family

9pm - Mary Cimini

Please rise as you are able.

Sunshine Cathedral Affirmation          
Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where 
the past is past and the future has infinite possibilities.

The Call to Worship
This is the night our faith becomes sight.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
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Paradox
by G.K. Chesterton
     Christmas is built upon a beautiful and 
intentional paradox; that the birth of the homeless 
should be celebrated in every home.
 
A Christmas Reflection
by Bart Ehrman (New Testament scholar)
     One of the things I haven’t lost... is my love of 
Christmas... I now know that the story of Jesus’ 
birth in the Gospel of Matthew is very different 
from the story in the Gospel of Luke, that their 
accounts are not simply differently nuanced, but 
factually at odds...But they are beautiful stories. 
Angelic visitors, heavenly inspired dreams, 
miraculous works...There are shepherds and 
wise men and wicked kings and murdering 
soldiers and near escapes; tragedy and 
salvation.
     The stories live on, with or without my faith in 
them as history. And the meaning of the  
stories continues to touch me. This is a season 
of giving...It is a season of brightness, of music, 
of reflection, a season of winter and snow and 
Christmas trees with lights to be observed with 
rapt contemplation.

Our True Home at Christmas
by Thich Nhat Hanh
     Jesus, as soon as he was born, had to be 
on the run right away and to be a refugee, a 
runaway without a home. When he grew up and 
became a young man, it was the same; he was 
still a wanderer with no real home to return to. In 
one of his discourses, he protested that even the 
birds have their nests to return to…but [he had] 
no place to lay his head, no place to call home.
     Siddhartha, as an adult, found himself in a 
similar situation. He was born into a royal family 
that was wealthy and privileged…He had a bright 
future ahead of him; destined to be [a] king…
But still, he did not feel comfortable even with 
all this. He did not feel at home. He was not at 
peace. Therefore, one day, he decided to leave…
in search of inner peace.
     For our home to be true, there needs to be 
love, warmth, and fulfillment.
     In the end, Jesus found his true home in his 
heart. He found the light in his heart. He taught 
his disciples that they too have their own light 
and he taught them to bring that light out for 
others to see.
     This Christmas…remember that your ‘True 
Home’ is not found outside yourself, but it is right 
in your own heart…We do not need to travel far 
to arrive at our true home. If we know how to 
generate the energy of mindfulness and concen-
tration, then with each breath, with each step, we 
arrive at our true home. Our true home is not a 
place far removed from us in space and time. It 
is not something that we can buy. Our true home 
is present right in the here and now; if only we 
know how to return and to be truly present to it.
 

Service of Praise

Crucifer
Rev Renwick Bell - 7pm

Deacon Lydya Chapman - 9pm

Processional Hymn         O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and with your captive 
children dwell. Give comfort to all exiles here, and to the 
aching heart bid cheer. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come within as Love to dwell.

 
O come, you Splendor very bright, as joy that never yields 
to might. O come, and turn all hearts to peace, that greed 
and war at last shall cease.

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come within as Truth to dwell.

 
O come, you Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by our 
presence here. And dawn in every broken soul as vision 
that can see the whole. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come within as Light to dwell.

 
O come, you Wisdom, from on high, from depths that hide 
within a sigh, to temper knowledge with our care, to render 
every act a prayer. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come within as Hope to dwell.
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About Sunshine Cathedral
 

THE SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL AFFIRMATION
Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where the past 
is past and the future has infinite possibilities!

THE SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL PRAYER OF PURPOSE
May we follow Jesus, our great example, and thus love and 
serve others, seek justice, live in awareness of God’s omnipres-
ence, and affirm the sacred value of all people. Amen.

SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES
1. There is an omnipresent Life that we call “God” and we are 
all a part of (and never apart from) It.
2. Since we are each a part of and are expressions of divine 
Life, all people have sacred value.
3. Habitual thoughts and attitudes influence our experience 
of life.
4. A miracle is a change of perception from fear to love and 
miracles are always possible.
5. Prayer is conscious unity (comm-union) with God and can 
offer peace, hope, and joy.

THE SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL MISSION
To rescue religion from irrelevance, practice positive thinking, 
be justice workers, build community, value diversity, and help 
people experience peace, hope, and joy in their lives.
 

SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL VALUES
Inclusion. Compassion. Spiritual Transformation. Social Action. 
 

THE SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL MESSAGE
All people have sacred value.
God is omnipresent Love. 
Rooted in the Christian tradition and the Gay Rights Movement, 
we are an inclusive church for ALL kinds of people.

THE SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
Mother-Father God, we affirm blessings for all who are on the 
Cathedral’s prayer list and for all who are on our hearts.  We 
trust you to lead, guide, and direct each of us in the ways of 
happiness, well-being, and right action. We pray for those who 
hold authority in the nations of the world that they may be guided 
by wisdom and motivated by a love of justice and peace. We 
pray for our departed loved ones, (+) let light perpetual shine 
upon them. And with people all over the world we pray, “May 
peace prevail on earth!”

SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
(by Durrell Watkins, based on the tenets of the Apostles Creed)

I believe in God, the Good, and in the message and mission 
of God’s anointed prophet, Jesus the Wayshower, who was 
born of Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was executed for 
empowering the powerless and restoring the dignity of the 
marginalized, and yet he lives in our hearts and ministry. I be-
lieve in the omnipresent power of divine Love, in the Blessed 
Community, in the sacred value of all people, and in life without 
end. Amen.

SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL SACRAMENTS & RITES
Hospitality (Eucharist)
Belonging (Baptism)

Sharing (Tithing)
Matrimony

Responsibility (Confirmation)
Ordination

Healing

Sacraments and Sacramental Rites are outward signs of 
inward grace.  They symbolize a Love that is with and within 
us. They help us focus on the one Power, the one Presence in 
the Universe: God, the Good. These symbolic reminders of our 
enormous potential and sacred valued are part of the worship 
experience of the Sunshine Cathedral. 

Opening Prayer                          Henri Nouwen, adapted 
Rev Dr Anne Atwell

Lord Jesus,
Send your holy Spirit upon our preparations for 
Christmas.
We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to 
hear your voice each day,
We who tend to be anxious over many things look 
forward to rediscovering the Christ within us.
We who are blessed in so many ways long for the 
complete joy of your kin-dom.
We whose hearts are sometimes heavy seek the joy of 
your message.
We are your people; we wish for our light to shine as 
yours so brilliantly did.
To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!'

Amen.

 

Sung Response                                                      Amen

Amen. Amen. Amen, amen.amen.
Amen. Amen. Amen, amen. amen.

Please be seated.
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More About Sunshine Cathedral

ABOUT THE SACRAMENT OF HOSPITALITY 
(HOLY COMMUNION)

We ritualistically share unleavened bread and non-alco-
holic grape juice to symbolize our unity with our Source 
and with one another. The Table is open. Regardless 
of belief or religious affiliation, everyone is welcome to 
participate in the symbolic Feast. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BELONGING (BAPTISM)
We consider anyone “baptized” who chooses to be a 
part of the Sunshine Cathedral community. Everyone 
who calls Sunshine Cathedral their spiritual home is 
immersed in our love and we know that all people are 
immersed in the presence of God. If someone wants 
to ritualistically celebrate that Truth for himself/herself 
or for his/her child, we are happy to perform the ritual 
of water baptism, but no such ritual is required to be a 
full member of our faith community. 

WHAT YOU’LL HEAR AT SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL
~ We teach the omnipresence of God and the sacred 
value of all people.
~ We affirm that peace and social justice are spiritual 
goals.
~ We have found that optimism, gratitude, and generos-
ity are spiritual tools that enrich and empower one's life.
~ We encourage prayer, positive thinking, and faithful 
worship.
~ We present a social gospel; that is, we find in the 
teachings of Jesus a call to affirm the dignity of all 
people, to be mindful of those who have been marginal-
ized in society, to model inclusivity, and to care for the 
most vulnerable among us - this gospel call to justice 
for all includes an intentional affirmation and celebration 
of the LGBTQ+ community.
 

PRAYERS & AFFIRMATIONS 
USED AT SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL

May peace prevail on earth! (Masahisa Goi)
 
This is the day our God has made, let us rejoice and 
be glad in it! (Psalm 118)
 
There is Good for me and I ought to have it! 
(Emma Curtis Hopkins)
 
I am God’s miracle and not God’s mistake. 
(Rev. Dr. Durrell Watkins)

There’s not a spot where God is not. 
(New Thought aphorism) 
 
Day by day, in every way, I am getting better and 
better. (Emile Coue)
 
All shall be well, all shall be well, and all manner of 
things shall be well. (Julian of  Norwich)

THE SAMARITAN INSTITUTE 
AT SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL

TSI is the religious education arm of Sunshine Ca-
thedral. TSI is approved by the State of Florida to grant 
religious degrees and is approved by the Divine Science 
Federation International as a New Thought ministerial 
training school. TSI also trains Sunshine Cathedral 
prayer chaplains and deacons. Courses are offered 
on campus and via self-paced home study courses. 
Course fees are very low and the personal enrichment 
that comes from theological study is very high! Contact 
Rev. Kevin Tidol at Kevin@SunshineCathedral.orgr for 
more information. 

Service of Proclamation 

King John's Christmas by A. A. Milne
Rev Dr Durrell Watkins

King John was not a good man —
   He had his little ways.
And sometimes no one spoke to him
   For days and days and days.
And men who came across him,
   When walking in the town,
Gave him a supercilious stare,
Or passed with noses in the air —
And bad King John stood dumbly there,
   Blushing beneath his crown.
 
King John was not a good man,
   And no good friends had he.
He stayed in every afternoon…
   But no one came to tea.
And, round about December,
   The cards upon his shelf
Which wished him lots of Christmas cheer,
And fortune in the coming year,
Were never from his near and dear,
   But only from himself.
 
King John was not a good man,
   Yet had his hopes and fears.
They’d given him no present now
   For years and years and years.
But every year at Christmas,
   While minstrels stood about,
Collecting tribute from the young
For all the songs they might have sung,
He stole away upstairs and hung
   A hopeful stocking out.
 
King John was not a good man,
   He lived his live aloof;
Alone he thought a message out
   While climbing up the roof.
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Join the Cathedral 
at 

Easter!

Ash Wednesday Service
February 22nd - 7pm

Good Friday Service

April 7th - 7pm

eaSter Sunday 

Worship Services
 April 9th

9:00am and 10:30am

He wrote it down and propped it
   Against the chimney stack:
'TO ALL AND SUNDRY – NEAR AND FAR –
F. Christmas in particular.'

And signed it not 'Johannes R.'
   But very humbly, 'Jack.'
 
'I want some crackers,
   And I want some candy;
I think a box of chocolates
   Would come in handy;
I don’t mind oranges,
   I do like nuts!
And I SHOULD like a pocket-knife
That really cuts.
And, oh! Father Christmas, if you love me at all,
   Bring me a big, red, india-rubber ball!'
 
King John was not a good man —
   He wrote this message out,
And gat him to this room again,
   Descending by the spout.
And all that night he lay there,
   A prey to hopes and fears.
   'I think that’s him a-coming now!'
   (Anxiety bedewed his brow.)
   'He’ll bring one present, anyhow —
   The first I had for years.'
 
'Forget about the crackers,
   And forget the candy;
I’m sure a box of chocolates
   Would never come in handy;
I don’t like oranges,
   I don’t want nuts,
And I HAVE got a pocket-knife
   That almost cuts.
But, oh! Father Christmas, if you love me at all,
Bring me a big, red, india-rubber ball!'
 
King John was not a good man,
   Next morning when the sun
Rose up to tell a waiting world
   That Christmas had begun,
And people seized their stockings,
   And opened them with glee,
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And crackers, toys and games appeared,
And lips with sticky sweets were smeared,
King John said grimly: 'As I feared,
   Nothing again for me!'

'I did want crackers,
   And I did want candy;
I know a box of chocolates
   Would come in handy;
I do love oranges,
   I did want nuts!
I haven't got a pocket-knife —
   Not one that cuts.
And, oh! if Father Christmas, had loved me at all,
He would have brought a big, red,
india-rubber ball!'
 
King John stood by the window,
   And frowned to see below
The happy bands of boys and girls
   All playing in the snow.
A while he stood there watching,
   And envying them all …
When through the window big and red
There hurtled by his royal head,
And bounced and fell upon the bed,
   An india-rubber ball!
 
AND, OH, FATHER CHRISTMAS,
MY BLESSINGS ON YOU FALL
FOR BRINGING HIM
A BIG, RED,
INDIA-RUBBER
BALL!

In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.

Sunshine Cathedral Food Pantry 
is open

Every Wednesday from 

11Am – 1pm or by appointment

No ID required. 

No income 

verification.
No questions. 

No judgment.

For more 

information or to 

schedule an 

appointment, 

please contact Rev. Anne

954-462-2004 ext. 208
Anne@SunshineCathedral.net

To make a donation to the Sunshine 
Cathedral Food Sharing Program, check out 
our website sunshinecathedral.org and click 

on the Food Sharing tab.

Thank you to our Corporate, Business, 

and Non-profit donors:
Broward House

Care Plus

Feeding South Florida
Ka’ton Salon

Marriott Corporation

Our Fund

The Pantry of Broward

Project Lifeline (United Way)
Publix

Campbell’s Company

SAGE of South Florida
South Florida Hunger Coalition

The Cupboard – A Kosher Pantry
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neW yorK Sun 1987

dear editor: … iS there a Santa clauS?

      ~ virGinia o’hanlon

     VirGiNiA,
     …All miNds, VirGiNiA, whether they be 

[Adults’] or childreN’s, Are little. iN this GreAt 
uNiVerse of ours [we Are] A mere iNsect, AN ANt, 
iN [our] iNtellect, As compAred with the bouNd-
less world About [us], As meAsured by the iNtel-
liGeNce cApAble of GrAspiNG the whole of truth 
ANd kNowledGe.

yes, VirGiNiA, there is A sANtA clAus. he 
exists As certAiNly As loVe ANd GeNerosity ANd 
deVotioN exist, ANd you kNow thAt they AbouNd 
ANd GiVe to your life its hiGhest beAuty ANd joy. 
AlAs! how dreAry would be the world if there 
were No sANtA clAus. it would be As dreAry As 
if there were No VirGiNiAs. there would be 
No childlike fAith theN, No poetry, No romANce 
to mAke tolerAble this existeNce. we should 
hAVe No eNjoymeNt, except iN seNse ANd siGht. 
the eterNAl liGht with which childhood fills the 
world would be extiNGuished.

     Not belieVe iN sANtA clAus! you miGht As 
well Not belieVe iN fAiries! you miGht Get your 
[pAreNts] to hire [peope] to wAtch iN All the chim-
Neys oN christmAs eVe to cAtch sANtA clAus, 
but eVeN if they did Not see sANtA clAus comiNG 
dowN, whAt would thAt proVe? Nobody sees 
sANtA clAus, but thAt is No siGN thAt there is No 
sANtA clAus. the most reAl thiNGs iN the world 
Are those thAt Neither childreN Nor [Adults] 
cAN see. did you eVer see fAiries dANciNG oN the 
lAwN? of course Not, but thAt’s No proof thAt 
they Are Not there. Nobody cAN coNceiVe or 
imAGiNe All the woNders there Are uNseeN ANd 
uNseeAble iN the world.

     you mAy teAr ApArt the bAby’s rAttle ANd 
see whAt mAkes the Noise iNside, but there is A Veil 
coVeriNG the uNseeN world which Not the stroN-
Gest [persoN], Nor eVeN the uNited streNGth of 
All the stroNGest [people] thAt eVer liVed, could 
teAr ApArt. oNly fAith, fANcy, poetry, loVe, ro-
mANce, cAN push Aside thAt curtAiN ANd View ANd 
picture the superNAl beAuty ANd Glory beyoNd. 
is it All reAl? Ah, VirGiNiA, iN All this world 
there is NothiNG else reAl ANd AbidiNG.

     No sANtA clAus! thANk God! he liVes, ANd 
he liVes foreVer. A thousANd yeArs from Now, 
VirGiNiA, NAy, teN times teN thousANd yeArs from 
Now, he will coNtiNue to mAke GlAd the heArt of 
childhood.

Carol                         Deck the Hall with Boughs of Holly 

Deck the hall with boughs of holly, 
fa la la la la, la la la la. 

‘Tis the season to be jolly, 
fa la la la la, la la la la.

Don we now our gay apparel, 
fa la la la la la, la la la. 

Troll the unknown Yuletide carol, 

fa la la la la, la la la la.  

A Reading from Luke’s Gospel (2.7-14)
Rev Dr Anne Atwell

…Mary gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn.

In the nearby countryside there were shepherds living 
in the fields and keeping watch over their flock 
throughout the night. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them. They were terror-stricken, but the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid, for I bring you good news of great joy for 
all the people. For this day in the city of David there has 
been born to you a Savior who is Christ, the Lord.

“This will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped 
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
to all those on whom divine favor rests.”

 
In these human words, God’s voice is heard.
            Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Response          Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, 

the peace that was meant to be.
With God our creator, neighbors all are we; 

let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With ev'ry step I take let this be my solemn vow, 

To take each moment and live each moment 
in peace eternally -

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

Please be seated.

 

The Anthem                    Gloria with Glory, Glory
                                   Words and Music By Mark Hayes

Homily                                              A Glorious Holiday         
Rev Dr Durrell Watkins

Invitation to Prayer
 
Prayer Chorus                    Once in Royal David’s City  

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for a bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
 
Jesus is our childhood’s pattern, daily like us lived and 
grew,
Jesus, little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles and 
comfort knew.
Jesus felt the pain of sadness, and the joyous lift of 
gladness.
 
Altar Call

Pastoral Prayer & Affirmations

Sign of Peace
Jesus, Jesus, Oh, What a Wonderful Child

 
Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child.

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek and mild:
New life, new hope the child will bring.

Listen to the angels sing, 
“Glory, glory, glory,” let the heavens ring.
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The Truth of Myths

by Rev. Dawn Hutchings

     Don’t ever make the mistake of thinking that 

myths are not true. Myths have the power to 

communicate truth. A myth is only untrue when it 

is presented as a fact.  Myths are so much more 

than just mere facts because myths have the 

power to tell us the truth about the deepest mys-

teries of life. Myths are metaphors about the very 

stuff of life and they have the power to help us to 

understand what it means to be human…

     According to [mythologist Joseph] Campbell, 

myths derive their power to communicate truth 

because they are really stories about the things 

that go on inside of us; in here, right now…
     The difficulties with myths occur when we get 
hung up on believing in them as facts. When we 

refuse to look beyond the metaphors to see the 

truth to which they point.  It’s kinda like standing 

in front of a painting. We don’t stand there and 

ask is this painting true or false?  Did this scene 

really happen? These kinds of questions miss 

the whole point of the artist’s work. We need to 

approach myths in the same way as we approach 

art. Does this painting touch me? Does this music 

move me? Does this movie inspire me? How does 

this work of art change the way I think about life? 

Great myths like great art move us, touch us, and 

transform us in the deepest realms of our being.

     …In the stories of Jesus’ birth, we learn that 

this Mystery we call God is intimately involved with 

the stuff of life. In the stories of the child born in 

Bethlehem, we learn that our God is born among 

us and dwells among us. Over and over again, 

within the myth of Jesus’ birth we see people 

struggling with both the horrors and the joys of this 

life, and over and over again the message comes 

clearly and profoundly to us, the message that we 

long for, in a few simple but oh so powerful words: 

“Do not be afraid.”

     …With his life Jesus personified the Love of 
God and so, when the people came to tell of this 

amazing life, they remembered him in the way that 

their neighbours always remembered exceptional 
lives and they cast a star in the sky, described an 

incredible union between the human and the di-

vine, and a birthing filled with challenges, and set 
the whole thing to music sung by a celestial choir.  

     …The stories of Christmas are not about 

miracles. The stories of Christmas are not con-

cerned with facts or reason. The story of Christ-

mas is about the LOVE that is God interacting with 

human life to create in human life wholeness, the 

ability to live fully, the capacity to love extrava-

gantly, the courage to be everything that we are 

capable of being. The story of Jesus birth points 

us toward the truth that lies in the power of LOVE 

to enable us to live and love and to be.

     …The story is so powerful, so true that our 

various holiday rituals move us beyond ourselves 

to the heart of the story where we too can awaken 

to the reality of our God who is Love.  By embody-

ing the LOVE of God, Jesus of Nazareth changed 

the world. The stories of the birth of Jesus remind 

us that we too are called to embody this LOVE 

that is God. 

     …Do not be afraid, for the MYSTERY that we 
call God is with you now and always.

 
Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child.

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek and mild:
New life, new hope the child will bring.

Listen to the angels sing, 
“Glory, glory, glory,” let the heavens ring.

Service of Sacraments

Sacrament of Sharing                      Rev Kevin Tisdol

Donating to Sunshine Cathedral 
Venmo - @SunshineCathedral
CashApp - $SunshineCathedral

Text to Give - 954.399.7333

Stewardship Thoughts 

“Giving and receiving are one in truth.” 

A Course in Miracles

Offering Prayer
May God bless every gift and ever giver. Amen.  

Offering Music                                                 The Gift
By Frank Wildhorn and Jack Murphy

Performed By Sara Burns                           

Please rise as you are able.

Doxology               Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth.

As you sing creation’s story, 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship now, give thanks and sing.

 
Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant light.

Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship now, give thanks and sing.
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Sacrament of Hospitality

We Remember

Eucharistic Intentions      

Deacon Ed Huckemeyer - 7pm

Deacon Michael Karban - 9pm 

We celebrate this Eucharist to the glory of God and 
with special intentions for the Sunshine Cathedral 
Global Fellowship and local congregation, and with 
people all over the world we pray,     
 
     May peace prevail on earth! 
 
Bidding Prayer                      Rev Dr Durrell Watkins

One: Children of God, let us pray for the needs of 
the whole world – for peace on earth and goodwill 
among all people; for unity and concord within this 
parish and for blessings to flow into our community, 
our nation, and the whole world.

And because this of all things would rejoice the heart 
of Jesus, let us remember the poor and challenged, 
the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick 
and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved, 
the aged and the little children, and those who seek 
spiritual peace, comfort, strength or guidance.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who 
rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a 
greater light (+), that multitude which no one can 
number, who are held forever in the love of God.

We humbly offer these prayers using the words of 
Jesus which we now sing:
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Chuck O'Hara 12/18/1993
Paul Grant 12/19/1989
William DeBar 12/19/1994
Chad Blackwell 12/19/1996
Jay Tramontozzi 12/19/1996
Richard Drews 12/19/1996

Herbert Hackney 12/19/1998
Joseph Novotny 12/22/1994
Bruce Edgerly 12/23/1993
Clara Scinto 12/23/2010
Wes Brooks 12/24/2003
Chuck George 12/24/2004

Holiday Thoughts
from Washington Irving
     Christmas is a season for kindling the 
fire for hospitality in the hall, the genial 
flame of charity in the heart.
 
Holiday Thoughts
from Agnes M. Pahro
     What is Christmas? It is tenderness for 
the past, courage for the present, hope for 
the future.
 
Holiday Thoughts
from Brigham Young
     Love the giver more than the gift.
 
Holiday Blessing
     Let the spirit of love gently fill our hearts 
and homes. In this loveliest of seasons 
may you find many reasons for happiness.
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Model Prayer

Creator which art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. 
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
leave us not in temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kin-dom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Lord’s Supper                    Rev Dr Robert Griffin
 

Invitation to Communion          Rev Dr Anne Atwell

 

One: These are the gifts of God for all the people 

of God.

All: Thanks be to God.

Communion is Shared

Communion Carols

+Hark! The herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the christ-child bring;  
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and seekers reconciled!’ 

Joyful, all you saints arise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angel host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem!’ 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the christ-child bring!’ 

+Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem has 
sprung! Of Jesse’s lineage coming as saints of old 
have sung. It came a floweret bright, amid the cold 
of winter, Then half spent was the night.
 
+It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song 
of old, from angels bending near the earth to touch 
their harps of gold; ‘peace on the earth good will to 
all, great news of joy we bring.’ The world in solemn 
stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

Holiday Thoughts
from Ann Garnett Schultz
     Let us keep Christmas beautiful without 
a thought of greed.
 
Holiday Thoughts
from Charles M. Schulz
     Christmas is doing a little something 
extra for someone.
    
Holiday Thoughts
from Peg Bracken
     Gifts of time and love are surely the 
basic ingredients of a truly merry 
Christmas.
 
Holiday Thoughts
from Irving Berlin
     Happy holiday! Happy holiday! While 
the merry bells keep ringing, happy holiday 
to you.
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+Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace.
 
Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight, glories stream from 
heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ the savior is born; 
Christ the savior is born.

Prayer of Thanksgiving                   Rev Kevin Tisdol

Please rise as you are able.
Prayer of Protection 

The light of God surrounds us;
The love of God enfolds us;

The power of God protects us;
The presence of God watches over us.

Wherever we are, God is!

Benediction                                 Rev Dr Durrell Watkins

Merry  
Christmas

& 
Happy New 

Year
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Recessional Hymn                       Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth her praises bring, 
let every heart prepare Christ room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Christ fills the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of God’s righteousness, 
and wonders of God’s love, and wonders of God love,
and wonders, wonders of God’s love.

Dismissal

Our worship has ended. Let our service begin.

 Thanks be to God.

Postlude                                          Barbara Ramcharitar

from the 
Sunshine 
Cathedral 
Staff
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The Cathedral Staff

1480 SW Ninth Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33315

954.462.2004
SunshineCatheddral.org

Executive Leadership Team
Rev. Durrell Watkins, DMin, Senior Minister

Rev. Robert Griffin, DMin, Executive Minister
Rev. Anne Atwell, DMin, Minister of Connections

Rev. Kevin Tisdol, Minister of Education
Mr. Darren Loli - Director of Communications

Mrs. Sara Burns, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Vocalist
Ms. Barbara Ramcharitar, Co-Director of Worship Arts & Organist

Artists-in-Residence
Jessica Borbone, Vocalist

Gabe Salazar, Vocalist
Aaron Ball, Vocalist

Teresa Flores, Percussion
Felipe Diaz, Percussion
Laura Gonzalez, Violin

David Suarez, Flute
Jihong Adams-Park (DMA), Pianist

Kurt Litzenberger, Set/Sound & Lighting
Phi McChesney, Handbell Director

Support Ministries Leaders
Rev. BK Hipsher, DMin, Virtual Minister

Rev. Kurt Krieger, Seasonal Members Chaplain
Rev. Marian Cavagnaro, Hospice Chaplain

Rev. Ren Bell, Hospice Chaplain
Rev. Lynda Pantoja, Interfaith Spirituality 

Rev. Margarita Rodriguez, Minister of Spiritual Companionship
Rev. Nancy Davis, DD, A Course in Miracles

Deacon Ed Huckemeyer, DD, Diaconal Minister of Pastoral Care
Deacon Jean Johnson, Community Chaplain
Deacon Lydya Chapman, Women’s Ministries

Deacon Michael Karban, Diaconal Minister of the Chancel 
Deacon Sue Gallagher, EdD, Teaching Associate 

Peggy Brereton, Usher Team Leader

Trevor Stewart, Bookkeeper

Consultants
Rev. Elder Don Eastman, Systems & Leadership

Cathedral Board of direCtors

Cathy Tullo  Chair

Rev Dr. Durrell Watkins Vice-Chair

Gary Grieve  Treasurer

Linda Edin Secretary 

Lewis Nicholson, Lynda Pantoja, 

Penny Sanfilippo, Rick Brown, 
Twila Wilson 

Phil McChesney Chair

Keith Muller, PhD Vice Chair

Cory Hagopian Treasurer

Santiago Madrinan Secretary

 Brian Flanagan, Chuck Lane, Corinne Hogan
Gary Lane, Kewan Smith, Robert DeCamilo, 

Rozen Patterson, EdD, Tom Fedoration

Rev Durrell Watkins, DMin

 

954-764-5150

Noble A. McArtor Adult dAy ceNter

Lisa  Peters

Program Director      954-764-5055

 31 




